
   

 161

has a sizeable agricultural sector.  It has a very 
small manufacturing sector.  
 
Beaverhead County is even larger in size that 
Madison County, but also is very sparsely 
populated.  It’s largest city is Dillon with nearly 
4,000 population.  The county is adjacent to 
Silver Bow County, which contains the regional 
population center of Butte.  However, only a 

small proportion of Beaverhead County’s work 
force commutes to work outside of the county.  
The county’s underlying industry dependencies 
include Federal and State government, 
production agriculture, and the travel industry.  
It has a very small manufacturing sector.  
American Indian populations in both 
Beaverhead and Madison Counties are very 
small. 

 
Population Trends 
 
The populations of both Madison and 

particularly true in relation to the geographic 
size of the counties.  Figure 4 shows population 
levels for the two counties over the last twenty-

Figure 4:  Population Change in Madison & Beaverhead 
Counties
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The most recent estimate for Beaverhead County 
places its population at just over 9,000 (July, 
2001) and the latest estimate for Madison 
County is just under 6,000.  Beaverhead 
County’s population saw increases in the early 
‘80s and mid-90s, accounting for most of the 
increase in population from around 8,000 in the 
mid-70s.  Madison County’s population has 
grown in similar fashion, but is continuing to 
grow in more recent years while the population 
of Beaverhead County has slightly declined 
since reaching a peak of over 9,100 in 1996.  
Over the course of the last decade, population 
growth in Montana has been focused in the 

western, more mountainous sections of the state, 
particularly in and around the population centers 
of Missoula, Kalispell, Helena, and Bozeman.   
Rapid population growth also is occurring 
throughout the western United States nearby 
large national parks, and Madison County is 
nearby Yellowstone Park.   
 
Of the 160 counties in the West nearby BLM 
lands, 150 are counties having no place greater 
than 50,000 population (using ’90 Census 
counts).  And of this 150, 13 are counties with 
large and small regional population centers 
(READ Codes 31, 41 and 51).  Thirty-nine of the 


